THE GREAT WAR, 1918

war he always kept it on his writing-table beside a photo-
graph of George Black which Douglas had received from
the mother.

The advance of the allied forces steadily continued. Day
after day the enemy were pushed back and large numbers of
prisoners and guns were captured. By the yth of September
a wide breach had been made in the enemy's line and troops
were in advance of the positions reached in 1917.

Douglas arrived in London on the 9th of September in
order to attend a conference at the War Office. He explained
how the situation on the western front had greatly changed
for the better, and pointed out how thoroughly disorganised
the German army had become. The enemy were retreating
as fast as they could and hardly offered any resistance at all
What Douglas wanted was large reserves of mobile troops
brought from England to France in order that the recent
successes could be exploited* He was convinced that if this
were done the end could not possibly be far away, but he
felt strongly that the magnitude of the success of the opera-
tions in progress was not fully realised by the people at
home. Douglas was only over for three days and returned
to France on the rzth.

On the 18th of September another large attack was suc-
cessfully made on a front of about eighteen miles in the area
held by the Fourth Army. Only in a few places was much
resistance offered, although the Germans employed sixteen
divisions and later in the day launched several heavy counter-
attacks, all of which were repulsed with severe losses to the
enemy.

Meanwhile preparations were being pushed on for an
extensive attack in the north. This was to be a combined
effort by the British Second Army and the Belgian Army
under the command of the King of the Belgians himself.

Towards the end of September Douglas received word
of the railway strike in England. Although this might sen-
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